
PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION 

Programme title: Master of Laws 
Postgraduate Diploma in Laws 
Postgraduate Certificate in Laws 

Final award: LLM
PG Dip. Laws
PG Cert. Laws

UCAS code: Not applicable

Intake cohort(s) to which this 
programme specification is 
applicable:

September 2005 

Awarding institution/body: University of London 

Teaching institution: University of London 

Faculty: Not applicable

Parent Department: Not applicable

Web page address: www.lon.ac.uk/llmexternal



Brief outline of the structure of
the programme / its assessment: 

Students will have a range of Courses available from an
approved list.  Students may choose any Courses from the
list.  There are no mandatory Courses.

Each Course will be composed of Sections.  Each Course 
will usually have 4 Sections.  In some cases, there will be
Double Sections.  Each Section represents 112.5 hours of
student work, in theory.  Each Course will have a
prescribed path through the Sections, often allowing
substantial flexibility to the student. 

Students will register for up to (and no more than) 4
Courses.  They may study and be assessed on as many 
Sections of a Course at a time as they choose. 

All modules will be assessed by unseen written exam. 
Each Section will be assessed by a 45 minutes unseen
written exam (Double Sections will be assessed by a 90
minutes unseen written exam). 

A student who wishes to receive the Master of Laws must 
pass 16 Sections comprised of all Sections in 4 (and only
4) Courses. 
A student who wishes to receive the Postgraduate
Diploma in Laws must pass at least 10 Sections from 
Sections in no more than 4 Courses. 
A student who wishes to receive the Postgraduate
Certificate in Laws must pass at least 5 Sections from 
Sections in no more than 4 Courses. 

A student who has passed at least 3 Courses from a pre-
defined category may elect to have the title of their subject
grouping included on the Master of Laws degree
certificate. Not more than one subject grouping may be 
included on the Master of Laws degree certificate.
For the Postgraduate Diploma in Laws, a student who has 
passed at least 8 Sections from Courses in a pre-defined
category may elect to have the title of their subject
grouping included on the Postgraduate Diploma.  For the
Postgraduate Certificate in Laws, a student who has 
passed at least 4 Sections from Courses in a pre-defined
category may elect to have the title of their subject
grouping included on the Postgraduate Certificate.  Not 
more than one subject grouping may be included on the
Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate.
Various subject groupings, and the Courses that comprise
them, will be approved from time to time. 
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Board of Examiners: i) Name of Board of Examiners: 

Please see separate Memorandum of Co-operation 
between UCL and Queen Mary, University of London.

ii) Name of External Examiner with overview of entire 
programme:

Professor C.M.V. Clarkson, Faculty of Law, University of 
Leicester

Professional body accreditation
(if applicable):

Not applicable Date of next
scheduled
accreditation visit: 

EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME: 

The externally delivered Master of Laws programme will: 

develop forensic legal skills such as analysis, critical evaluation, logical thinking and argument;
develop the capacity for individual research;
develop skills and knowledge which can usefully be applied in further study, the legal profession, 
public service or industry; 
provide students with knowledge and understanding of law in its context;
equip students with the skills needed to work with the advanced issues in law; and 
bring students into advanced intellectual engagement with some of the most difficult issues in law.

PROGRAMME OUTCOMES:

The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding, qualities, skills and other attributes in the following areas: 

A: Knowledge and understanding 
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Knowledge and understanding 
of:

how to deal with complex legal 
issues both systematically and 
creatively, make sound 
judgements in the absence of 
complete data, and communicate 
their conclusions clearly to legal 
and non-legal audiences;

how to demonstrate self-direction 
and originality in tackling and 
solving advanced legal problems, 
and act autonomously in planning 
and implementing tasks at a 
professional level; 

how to continue to advance their 
legal knowledge and 
understanding, and to develop 
new skills to a high level:

Teaching/learning methods and 
strategies:
Extensive, newly-written for September 2005, 
and then annually updated, Study Guides 
tailored to distance-learning requirements will 
be available in print, on CD and on the web.  A 
textbook (or textbooks) will be provided.  If 
appropriate, a reader of selected articles,
cases and legislation will also be provided.
Students will have access to an extensive on-
line library with more than four legal 
databases. There will also be an on-line virtual 
learning environment.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through unseen 
written examination 

B: Skills and other attributes 

Intellectual (thinking), practical 
and transferable skills: 

qualities and transferable skills 
necessary for legal employment 
requiring:
the exercise of initiative and 
personal responsibility; 
decision-making in complex legal 
situations;
and the independent learning 
ability required for continuing 
professional development.

Teaching/learning methods and 
strategies:

Successful completion of a distance-learning
programme in postgraduate law requires 
initiative, organization, independence

Assessment:

completion of the modules by unseen written 
exam passed within the time allotted
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The following reference points were used in designing the programme:

the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/crntwork/nqf/ewni2001/contents.htm;

the relevant Subject Benchmark Statements 
(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/crntwork/benchmark/index.htm);

the programme specifications for UCL and QMUL degree programmes in relevant subjects 
(where applicable); 

College teaching and learning policies;

staff research. 

Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme 
and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and 
demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More 
detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment 
methods of each course unit/module can be found in the course handbook.  The accuracy of the 
information contained in this document is reviewed by the Lead Colleges and may be checked by the
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education.

Programme Organiser Name: Dr James J. Busuttil 

Date of production: 7 September 2004 
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